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Growing Interest and Attention

The Schuylkill River Trail voted as national asset 

Å ñBest urban trail in the countryò as chosen by readers of USA Today in 2015

DCNR identifies planned Schuylkill Highlands Greenway as #3 in statewide importance

Å Identified greenway corridor of 50 miles or longer and crossing at least 2 counties: 

http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/cs/groups/public/documents/document/dcnr_002138.pdf

DCNR lists two local trail gaps as top priorities for Pennsylvania: http://maps.dcnr.pa.gov/trailgaps/#

Å #14 SRT, Pottstown to the Perkiomen Trail

Å #15 SRT, Pottstown to French Creek State Park

MontCo lists two planned trail corridors in 2015 primary trail network plan: 

http://www.montcopa.org/DocumentCenter/View/586

Å #6 Manatawny Trail

Å #14 West Trail

PA SCORP ï2014 Statewide Outdoor Recreation Survey

Å 89% of the 7000+ surveyed responded that trails and natural areas were valued most about their communities.

Å 41% of respondents listed community-wide trail systems as the highest priority item for local community 

investment in the next 5 years.

Sly Fox Brewery donates over $4,700 to SRT through SRT Ale sales in 2016

Å More than $8,000 over two years

http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/cs/groups/public/documents/document/dcnr_002138.pdf
http://maps.dcnr.pa.gov/trailgaps/
http://www.montcopa.org/DocumentCenter/View/586


Timeline

Prior to 2014: 

Å Upper Pottsgrove, West Pottsgrove, Douglass Berks express interest to work together to plan trail 

connections

2014: 

Å Upper Pottsgrove engages Montgomery County planners to lead multi-municipal meetings

Å Montgomery County and Regional Recreation Coordinator begin conducting initial reconnaissance analysis 

and mapping

2015: 

Å Planning area is enlarged to include all 8 PMRPC municipalities and Douglass Berks

Å DVRPC is engaged to prepare feasibility study 

Å Steering Committee, Regional Recreation Coordinator & DVRPC discuss preliminary alignments

2016: 

Å Steering Committee, Regional Recreation Coordinator & DVRPC review and refine trail alignments

Å A public meeting and comment period is held in the spring

Å The feasibility study goes through several rounds of review and revision

2017: 

Å Final report is developed for public comment
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Å This is a long-term plan and trail segments will be constructed incrementally in phases as 

grant funds are made available or as properties are developed/redeveloped.

Å Some of the alignments could be 10-20 years or more until implementation.

Å Alignments utilize public property and/or rights-of-ways to the greatest extent possible.  Where 

trail alignments are suggested through private properties, municipalities will only pursue these 

alignments if those property owners are WILLING and open to negotiations.



Project Schedule

July 21, 2015: Field View ïWalk/Drive Trail Alignments

October 30, 2015: Steering Committee Meeting #1 - Review Concept Alternatives:

January 27, 2016: Steering Committee Meeting #2 - Review Recommended Alignments and Trail 
Classifications: 

February 24, 2016: Steering Committee Meeting #3 - Review Recommended Alignments and Trail 
Classifications: 

Public Meeting #1: Review DRAFT Plans April 5, 2016 

60 day public review period

February 22, 2017: Steering Committee Meeting #4 - Review DRAFT Study/ Prioritize Trail 
Segments for Implementation:  

August 2, 2017: Public Meeting #2 - Review Implementation 
Priorities / Final Plan Presentation

30 day public review period



Goals of the Trails Study

ÅImprove cyclist and pedestrian connectivity to schools, 

parks, commercial nodes, cultural attractions, and other 

destinations within the Greater Pottstown area.

ÅExpand the trail and bike infrastructure that already exists 

in the Greater Pottstown area.

ÅConnect the Greater Pottstown areaôs trail network to the 

regional trail network via the Schuylkill River Trail.

ÅDetermine the alignments that balance the above goals 

with financial feasibility, property ownership, site 

conditions, phasing, and other factors.



Scope of Work

Complete:

Å Form a project advisory committee and conduct working meetings to seek 

direction from them.

Å Perform literature research, data collection and background analysis. 

Å Illustrate trail design standards and design elements.

Å Refine, map, and illustrate primary trail corridor alignment alternatives.  

Å Prepare DRAFT alignments and preliminary cost estimates

Å Present findings at public meeting. 

Å Revise DRAFT alignments as necessary.

Å Prepare implementation strategies/identify and prioritize trail segments to 

construct.

Å Compile research and analysis into a final report. 

Å Develop RFP for Design/Engineering documents for prioritized trail segments.



Scope of Work

To be completed:

Å Present Final Study at public meeting, gather comments, submit to 

DCNR for approval.

Å Advertise RFP, select Design Consultant to develop construction 

documents for trail segments.

Å Secure funding for trail segments construction.  



Determine Primary Trail Corridors

COVENTRY TRAIL



Final Alignments


